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Flexible Vinyl By the Numbers

 Significant impact on the domestic economy with an estimated annual value 
that exceeds $20 billion for the North American manufacturing and retail 
sectors 

 Flexible vinyl related operations within the supply chain include:
– more than 1000 manufacturing sites in 47 states
– estimated employment of 275,000 people

 Flexible vinyl is part of the larger domestic plastics industry which employs   
900,000 million American workers

 28-31%  of all PVC resins go into flexible PVC products

the flexible vinyl industry is large and is a major 
employer of American workers 
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THE WORLD OF PLASTICIZERS
Globally, phthalates are still the dominant plasticizer.

Global plasticizer consumption 
in 2014 = 8 million metric tons
Source: IHS Chemical



• Phthalates

• Bisphenol A

• PFAS

• Flame Retardants

• Insecticides

The “BIG FIVE” Targets: 2019



• Phthalates

• Bisphenol A

• PFAS

• Flame Retardants

• Insecticides

Phthalates Are Now “Keeping Bad 
Company” per Activist Misinformation



Food as an Epidemic
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◦CHEMICAL 
PRESENCE  

◦HUMAN 
HEALTH 
HAZARD



Activist Petition: Published May 20, 2016:
6B4815

• Environmental Defense Fund (EDF): $
• Breast Cancer Fund
• Center for Environmental Health
• Center for Food Safety
• Center for Science in the Public Interest
• Clean Water Action
• Consumer Federation of America
• Earth Justice
• Learning Disabilities Association
• NRDC

• Seeks to De-Authorize Use of 30 FDA Approved 
Ortho-Phthalates, including DEHP, DIDP, DINP & 

DCHP



THE FVA PETITION OF 2018: 8B4820

DEHP, DIDP, DINP, DCHP: 
Remain Authorized for Food Contact

26 Other Abandoned for LACK OF USE 
in Food Contact Applications

KEY: Abandonment Request Based on 
“Not Used” vs. “Not Safe”



FVA Ortho-Phthalates Coalition Extensive 
Procedural Process Since 2016 Includes:

• Petition Drafting & Filing (83 pp: June 22, 2018)
• Survey of Uses Collected from Industry
• Responses to FDA Technical Inquiries
• Food Additive Master File (Exposure Data)
• FOIA Defense (Successful)/ Affidavits
• Responses to NGO Critiques of our Petition
• Press Release
• Issue Briefs
• Coalition Building



 Activist Petition: De-Authorizes 30 PE’s Contact

 FVA Petition: Retains 4 Phthalates; Abandons 26
◦ JUNK SCIENCE: Orchestrated Attacks using Junk Science, 

with willing media/lawmaker “partners”

 Maine Bill LD 1433: Enacted June 2019: 
Precedent Setting
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ACTIVISTS HAVE 
CIRCLED THE 

WAGONS AROUND 
FOOD  SAFETY

The activist’s latest 
tactics: 
“Instead of attacking 
vinyl itself, its 
crusaders (have) 
turned to the many 
substances that are 
added to PVC to  give 
it its desired 
characteristics…..”

Patrick Moore,  Confessions of a 
Greenpeace Dropout



FDA Scientists Say:

“There have been no 
studies to date which 
show any
connection between 
human dietary 
exposure to 
phthalates and 
adverse health
effects.”
Source: Investigation of the primary 
plasticizers present in polyvinyl 
chloride (pvc) products
currently authorized as food contact 
materials. Article in “Food Additives 
and Contaminants” Part
A: March 2018.
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PLASTICS Supports the Ortho-Phthalates Coalition of 
the Flexible Vinyl Alliance

For Any Questions:

Kevin Ott
Executive Director
Flexible Vinyl Alliance

Phone (703) 606-4555
Email: kott@flexvinylalliance.com
LinkedIn Group: FVA

www.flexvinylalliance.com
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